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Madame Chairman, Honourable Members of the Working Group and Ladies and 
Gentlemen,

Thank you very much for giving us the opportunity to take the floor.
We are Jummas from the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) region of Bangladesh.
We are making this submission .on the prevailing situation in the CHT for
the information of your Working Group during its review of developments
in the past twelve months with a firm belief that this information will
provide the Working Group with sufficient hard facts to frame standards 
adequate .to deal with any problems of Indigenous peoples'.

Perhaps, the most important development in the CHT last year was the
visit of the Chittagong Hill Tracts Commission to the CHT. The idea of
sending an international inquiry commission to the CHT was1 first mooted
at the Amsterdam Conference held by the Organizing Committee of the
Chittagong Hill Tracts Campaign in 1986. It was translated into action
by the International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs-Copenhagen last
year. The formation of the CHT Commission was necessary because the
Bangladesh Government hadT closed the CHT ¥o :f(̂ TigH™̂ ürnàrisf8r*S2nr™*îimnan 
rights groups in order to cover up the systematic extermination of the 
Jumma people.

The CHT Commission was jointly led by Prof. Douglas Sanders from
Canada and Mr. Wilfried Telkämper, the Vice-President of the European 
Parliament (from Germany). The other Commissioner was M/s Rose Murray from
Australia. Pour experts on the affairs of the CHT - M/s Jenneke Arens
from Holland, Dr. Teresa Aparicio, the Executive Director of the
International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs (Denmark), Dr. Wolfgang
Mey from Germany and Dr. Andrew Gray from Britain - had assisted the CHT
Commission.

The CHT Commission visited Jumma refugees in the Tripura State of 
India from 21 to 26 November, 1990, to collect data on human rights 
violations committed by the Bangladeshi infiltrators and Bangladesh 
Security Forces against the Jumma men, women and children. Then it visited 
the CHT from 8 December, 1990, to 1 January, 1991» to verify the collected 
reports of serious human rights abuses. But before going to the CHT, the 
Commission had to face all sorts of obstructions starting from obtaining 
visas to entering the CHT. For example, Maj. Gen. Abdus Salam,the General
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Officer Commanding (GOC) of the Chittagong Division of the Bangladesh 
Army simply refused to let the Commission into the CHT although it was 
permitted by the Bangladesh Government to visit th'eeCHT, But nothing 
could deter the Commission from doing its mission. Then and there the 
Members of the Commissionwent on a sit-down strike in front of the office 
of the GOC at Chittagong for over six hours. This wise and non-violent 
action forced this General to concede to their demand. Because of their 
sheer political and diplomatic skill, courage, determination, compassion 
and above all their moral force, the CHT Commission was able to accomplish 
a task which other people could not do for the last 1 9 years.

The CHT Commission verified many Government atrocities on the spot 
and found them to be true. In the language of Survival International,the
CHT Commission "witnessed the horrors of genocide being carried out on__
Bangladesh's tribal people”. Summarizing the Commission's report, the 
fñtérñatioñal Work Group for Indigenous Affairs (IWGIA-Copenhagen) wrote 
- "The report of the Commission clearly documents massive human rights 
violations in the Chittagong Hill Tracts which constitute a genocidal 
process. Hill people have been murdered, crippled, raped, tortured, 
imprisoned and deprived of their homes and means of livelihood. They have 
been denied civil and political rights. They have been denied economic, 
social and cultural rights. There has been extensive and massive illega
lity over land under Bangladesh law." Perhaps, it is worth-mentioning 
that the Bangladesh Government has always denied to have committed all 
the alleged violence.

The Government of Bangladesh has been arresting and harassing those 
Jummas who had testified before the CHT Commission. Mr. Wilfried Telkämper 
has taken the matter up with the Bangladesh Prime Minister, Mrs. Khaleda 
Rahman. Even during its visit to the CHT, the Commission came across two 
such incidents. A Jumma Lady was beaten up by a Bangladeshi soldier and 
told that she would not be allowed to buy daily necessities of life from 
the local market. In another incident, the military blocked the road to 
catch a group of college and university students for assisting the CHT 
Commission.

The CHT Commission has made many recommendations to save the Jumma
people from the Bangladeshi aggression. It strongly suggests that - "no
further settlement in the Chittagong Hill Tracts by outside settlers should
be permitted. Voluntary relocation should be discussed in the context of
foreign aid support.... the Chittagong Hill Tracts must be demilitarised....
autonomous political institutions, stronger than the now existing District
Councils, should be established.... there should be a referendum in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts on autonomy with the voting confined to the hill
people....present District Council laws should be repealed or amended....
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there should also be constitutional protection of any future autonomous 
government.... a continuing monitoring body to continually watch human 
rights in the Chittagong Hill Tracts....a Special Rapporteur of the UN 
should be established, supplemented by continuing investigations by the 
ILO and competent NG03'.'

The Jumma people have been impressed highly by the Commission's 
understanding of the situation in the CHT. Through their eyes, the 
Commission's suggestions are constructive, realistic and above all just 
and fair. The Jumma people particularly appreciate the deep respect shown 
by the Commission to their identity, culture and tradition. They believe 
if the Commission's recommendations are fully implemented, then most of 
their five basic demands will be met. The Jumma people.have consistently 
made the following demands in order to survive-"the Bangladeshi aggression:
1) Removal of all non-Jumma settlers from the CHTt 2) Withdrawal of all 
Bangladesh armed forces from the CHT, including the non-Jumma police force, 
3) Retention of the Chittagong Hill Tracts Regulation of 1900 and a consti
tutional provision restricting the amendment of the regulation, 4)Autonomy 
for the CHT with its own legislature and recognition of the Jumma Nation’s 
right to self-determination, and 5) Deployment of the UN Peace Keeping 
Force in the CHT and implementation of these measures under the auspices of 
the United Nations Organization.

The removal of the Bangladeshi military leader, Gen. Hossain Mohammad 
Ershad from power raised hope in the minds of the Jumma people that the 
new democratic Government of Bangladesh would solve the crisis in the CHT 
by political means. Although the Care-Taker Government _of...Bangladesh has 
restored democracy in Bangladesh by removing the military from power and by 
dissolving aliT sc>-caiied elected bodies in Bangladesh such as the National 
Parliament, City Councils & District Councils. But it has not removed the 
military from the CHT nor has it dissolved the District Councils in the CHT. 
The military imposed the District Council Law undemocratically on the Jumma 
people against their will in order to - 1 ) legitimatize the resettlement of 
the Bangladeshi infiltrators in the CHT and 2) repeal the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts Regulation of 1900 which protected the political, economic and 
cultural rights of the Jumma people.

Recently, a Jumma student delegation met with the Bangladesh Prime 
Minister, Mrs. Khaleda Rahman and appealed to her to concede to the Jumma 
people’s five demands. She refused to accept any of those demands. Mrs. 
Rahman also rejected the delegation's proposal to repeal the District 
Council Law and to dissolve the District Councils as well. Instead she has 
ordered the military to coerce the Jumma people to accept the District 
Council Law. Perhaps, it is important to note that the CHT Commission also 
has recommended the repeal of the said law.
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The Khaleda Regime is condoning the genocidal crimes committed by
the Bangladesh security forces. For example, Major Zakir Hossain, Maj.
Gen. Abdus Salam and the other highest Authorities of Bangladesh massacred
the innocent Jummas of Longadu on 4 May, 1999. Maj . Gen. Abdus Salam and
Brig. Shafat placed the Chakma Raja under house arrest for protesting
against the Longadu massacres. The Bangladash Government has not yet
brought the culprits to justice.

In the recent cyclone in Bangladesh, about 95 per cent of the Jumma 
houses were destroyed. Yet the Bangladesh Government has done nothing for
the Jummas although it has received huge amount of relief supplies and
millions of dollars from the international community for the cyclone
victims. On the other hand, it has restricted the supply of rice and the
other essential goods in the CHT. As a result, the Jummas are suffering
from lack of food.

Every day the Bangladesh security forces in league with' the Bangla
deshi infiltrators are committing all kinds of genocidal atrocities against
the innocent Jumma villagers. A list of such Government violence has not
been mentioned here just to make the statement as brief as possible. It
can , however, be provided to anyone on demand.

The Jumma refugees fear to return to the CHT because the Bangladesh 
Government has not yet stopped the systematic extermination of the Jumma
peoplê. The refugee problem is now recognised as an international problem
and moreover the CHT Commission has established beyond doubt that the 
Government of Bangladesh has been committing a full-scale genocide of the
Jumma Nation. So it is the responsibility of the international community 
and indeed of the UNO to protect the Jumma people and to arrange the safe
return of Jumma refugees to their homes and villages. The Jumma refugees 
have asked us to appeal to you to create for them a Sáfe Haven in the CHT
under the supervision of the UNO and the International Committee of the 
Red Cross at your earliest convenience.

The Bangladesh Government has been annihilating the Jumma people 
relentlessly for nearly twenty years. As a consequence, the Jumma Nation-—  
is on the nf extinction. If the "international community delays its
inierventïon in the CHT further then the crisis in the CHT may become a 
real catastrophe. Therefore,we fervently, appeal to you to send a UN Special 
Rapporteur to the CHT, to establish for the Jumma refugees a safe haven 
in the CHT under the supervision of the UNO and to pressurize the Govern
ment of Bangladesh to implement all the recommendations made by the CHT 
Commission at the earliest moment.

We would like to thank you, Madamé Chairman, for giving us an oppor
tunity to present a statement on the plight of the Jumma Nation. Thank 
you, Ladies and Gentlemen, for taking interest in the CHT crisis.

Date 1. Mr. Sanjib Chakma

2. Mr. Jyotirindra Chakma

3. Mr. Ramendu Shekhar Dewan


